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Company's territories against the external aggression of the
French, against the threats of Napoleon and the Tsar, and
against those independent states of India who were always
combining to drive the English into the sea and who trained
their armies on European model.

Of later years, as greater responsibilities fell to the British,
the saving of India from her external enemies became her
first care, such as the rescuing of the submontane Himalayas
from the ruthless conquest by Gurkha invaders of Mogul
provinces, and especially against the cruel Afghan invasions
which so devastated the Punjab in the latter days of the
eighteenth century. This fear of the Afghan invasions which,
till about the second decade of the next century, was a very
real dread, tinged British military policy very greatly.

As Britain more and more succeeded to the derelict
authority left by the crash of the Mogul Empire, she was the
more concerned with seeing that those great states in which
at one time French influence was so powerful, slipped into
their place as an agreeing part of a peaceful India rather
than a disturbing factor. More especially had she to destroy
the marauding side of the Mahratta States and to smash that
terrible scourge of masterless men, the vast pirate settlements
in Central India, known as Pindaris, which leagued with
the Mahrattas to pillage half India. It is but illustrative of
the transience of human memory and gratitude that the
sendee of the paramount power to India's everyday existence
by the extermination of these universal pests shall be for-
gotten, as well as the gruesome horror which flourished most
in times of disorder, that secret brotherhood of robbery and
murder known to history as the Thugs.

THE ARMY OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY

The Army in India until 1860 consisted, as already said,
principally of the armies of the East India Company, both
European and Native, supplemented by a small force of the
Army of the Crown, numbering about 25,000 men. The
whole of the Artillery in India, European as well as Native,